The CASE of the Company of Free Fiſhermen of the 
Rroer of Thames (whoſe Bounds by their Charter are 
Limitted from Staines-Bridge in Middleſex, JWe//- 
wards, to Harwich in Eſſex, Eaſtwards.) 


Support of Navigation, depend upon the jmprovement and Encourage- 


Everal AQs of Parliament obſerve, That the Safety of this Kingdom, and 
ment of the Fiſhery. 


For Preſervation whereof, within the ſaid River, the ſaid Company 
are Anciently Incorporated, and have ſeveral By-laws, :pproved by the 
Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London, and duly Allowed and Con- 
firmed, for the Regulation and Goyernment of the Fiſhermen of the ſaid Riycr. 


Notwithſtanding which, many Perſons, not Regarding the ſaid Laws, frce- 
quently catch Fiſh out of Seaſon, and when Spawning, and by unlawfn] Nets 
and Engines Deſtroy, and Expoſe to Sale, great quantities of unlizcable Fiſh, 
and make great Deſtruftion of the young Brood and Fry of Fiſh in the {aid 
River, whereby the Fiſhery in the ſame is extreamly Decaycd and Decreaſed , 
and the ſaid Offenders are of late become ſo Numerous and Diſordcriy that the 
Court of Aſliſtants of the ſaid Company are nor ſufficiently enabled ro Regyu- 
late the ſame, and that in the Endeayours to Reform the fame the Lives of 
many of chem have been of late much Endangered; 1{o that the ſaid Corpora- 
tion, for want of better Means for the Regulation and Government of the ſaid 
Fiſhermen, and for the more Effe&tual Diſcovery of Offenders, and more calc 
and ſpeedy Recovery of the Pains and Penalcics inflicted on ſuch Offenders, 
hath not had the defired Effect, | 


Which Decay of the ſaid Fiſhery, does not only prevent the City of London 
and other adjacent Parts from being plentifully ſupply'd with Fiſh, and occaſi- 
ons the Exceſſive Price thereof, to the Inconyenience of the Inhabitants of the 
ſaid City and the Neighbouring Places thereto, but alſo Diſcourages divers 
from being put Apprentices to the ſaid Fiſhery, to the great Prejudice of Her 
Majcſty in the Sea Service. | 


The Fiſhing Trade is alſo a good Nurſery to Breed up and Preſerye great 
Numbers of Seamen for Her Majcſty's Navy; But Fiſhermen in tim» of Pref- 
ſing conceal themſelyes 1n private Places, and cannot be ſo conveniently Im- 
preſſed by Her Majeſty's Othcers as by the Court of Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Com- 
pany, were they Impowered (as the Watermen of the ſaid City are) to fend 
away from time to time ſuch Numbers of able Men as the Admiralty ſhall re- 
quife : For want whereof, many Ancient Fiſhermen, who have great Familics 
and Charges, have been hurry'd away, when the Young and Seafaring-Men are 
conceal'd ; and thereby Her Majeſty has been depriyed of the Service of many 
Hundreds of able Seamen. | 


Wherefore the ſaid Court of Aſliſtants, who have been ſerviceable to the 
Government, by their aftually Raiſing at once 500 Able Men out of ſuch Fiſhery 
for the Sea Scrvice, and who are ſtill ready on all Occaſions to Serve Her Ma- 
jeſty, Humbly hope, that they may be aided by a Bill for the better Preſerya- 
tion and Encouragement of the ſaid Fiſhery, or otherwiſe Relicved as this Ho- 
nourable Houſe in Their Great Wiſdom thall think fir (with a Saving as to the 
City of London's Right of Conſeryacy of the ſaid River, the High Court of 
Admiralty, the Vice-Admiralties of Kent and E//ex, Cities, Towns Corporate, 
Lords of Manors, Proprietors, &c. ) 


